HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA DAZZLES AUDIENCE

By Barbara Wilkinson


There is no doubt that pianist Lorie Line’s holiday extravaganza “Christmas Bells are Ringing” was exactly that when she and her entourage brought their unique musical arrangements to the Northland Pines High School Auditorium on December 9.   Sponsored by the Headwaters Council for the Performing Arts, this class act was professional yet intimate from their music to their set and costumes.  Line is a gifted pianist who insists that her “favorite show to produce is beautifully elegant, simple yet glamorous.”  Indeed, a fairyland set complete with Christmas wreathes, poinsettias, glittery trees, an elaborate chandelier and spectacular festive lights that changed colors to create an ambiance beautifully complemented the piano selections and appealed to adults and children alike.  The many one-of-a-kind costumes fit the mood perfectly.  

Line is famous for her amazing finger work and extraordinary talent. She was spectacular from the time she appeared on stage with a striking gown of holiday-red with a long train that billowed behind her.  Her selections were fluently executed with perfect dynamics that came from the heart.  To carry out the theme, several people from the audience rang bells at strategic intervals throughout the evening led by” Bellmeister” Tim Line, the musician’s husband and emcee.  He was the ideal host, humorous yet humble as the mood demanded, and easily able to connect with the audience and move the performance along.

With the gifted artist were her favorite musicians that she calls the “Fab Five.”  Their repertoire consisted of several well-known Christmas Carols, including an awe-inspiring rendering of “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Eve” which featured both Line and talented trombonist Dave Budimir and a breathtaking “O Holy Night” which highlighted exceptional violinist Maureen Nilson.   Nilson’s beautiful mellow strings were accompanied by Line’s soft piano trills, which flowed together as one instrument.  Line also effortlessly produced soft gentle adaptations of not-so-well-known selections such as an enchanting “In the Silence of the Night,” (Tchaikovsky) and a delightful Old English “Golden Carol.”  A gifted guitar by David Young led the latter selection, with Line at the keyboard playing the soft, rich music.  All through the evening outstanding bass player Ben Kelly skillfully performed his mellow accompaniment.  

Music from the ‘40’s brought costume changes and a rousing performance of “Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town” (Coots).  Master drummer Nate Babbs kept a steady beat throughout and embellished the song as “Santa Tim” arrived with a group of children from the audience dressed as representatives from “The Twelve Days of Christmas.”  The audience joined in singing as the children performed the motions of the song.  Without doubt, it was every parent’s favorite moment.

The most awesome selection of the evening was Line’s “nine minute fifteen second” beautiful rendering of Frederic Chopin’s “Fantaisie in F Minor,” a difficult piece because of its length.  Line tackled it with ease, gently filling the audience with an uplifting holiday spirit.

The evening was delightful.  Thanks to the Headwaters Council for the Performing Arts for sponsoring this outstanding concert.  It was an amazing Christmas gift.  Let’s hope there will be many more!   

