THE DUTTONS CAPTIVATE AUDIENCE WITH SYNERGY AND SKILL

By Barbara Wilkinson


On September 16th the audience at Northland Pines High School Auditorium in Eagle River had the opportunity to see the multitalented Dutton family from Branson, Missouri, in action.  Sponsored by the Headwaters Council for the Performing Arts (HCPA), the members of this talented cast include the entire Dutton family, from a two-month-old baby to Grandma and Grandpa (Sheila and Dean) Dutton.  The writers and choreographers have skillfully incorporated their growing family into what is now a humorous and creative musical performance. The continuous energy that they radiate from the stage is contagious as they portray their inherent ability to share their gifts with the audience.  The performance is designed to display their individual and combined talents by entertaining adults and children alike.  The outcome is a comical, fast paced, unique and entertaining experience.


It is no wonder that this show is considered one of the best in Branson, Missouri, a position that helped them secure one of the top ten acts on the popular TV show America’s Got Talent.  Whether the fiddlers are playing Rocky Top, the popular folk song that opens the show and blends perfectly with the banjos and guitars in the background, or Jambalaya, where the audience is asked to join in the excitement by clapping, the show runs smoothly, yet someone is moving every second.  Indeed, the troupe leaps from one genre to another with precision, adding classical violin selections along with dancing and laughter.  Abby and Amy play exceptional fiddles, and Amy well deserves the coveted award of “Branson’s best violinist of the Year.”  On several occasions Amy showed her prowess on the fiddle, not only with her speedy playing, but also with performing chords by attacking two strings at once and with her remarkable staccato.


“Spanish” cousin Julio (Benjamin) is introduced through a DVD, providing comedy to the fast paced show.  At first he appears to be a bombastic character, although not only does his humor grow on the spectators as the program continues, but he is able to demonstrate his remarkable versatility.  With horns attached all over his body, he blares out several tunes to the audience’s delight, then sings Splish, Splash, I was Taking a Bath, while three of the Dutton children in bathrobes dance across the stage.  Benjamin not only is a fine instrumentalist and vocalist, but he also skillfully introduces these comedic interludes at the perfect intervals 


The highlight of the evening was when several of the younger children sat with their Grandpa begging him, “Grandpa, Tell Me ‘Bout the Good Ole Days.”  The piece was very nostalgic to many in the audience who were grandparents.  The children sang well and were not afraid to be in front of an audience. 

There is little question that the troupe enjoys sharing their concert with the audience by choosing several participants to join them on stage.   This invites the viewers to be a part of the presentation, creating a close rapport between them.  In addition, throughout the evening, each musician shows his or her enjoyment in performing.  No matter what is played, sung or danced, the group is always in sync and always blends perfectly.  The showmanship, energy, musical talent, creativity and ability to share their talents with the audience makes this family show a very special experience.  Thanks to the HCPA for another sensational evening.

